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Nation/world

) Report hardly draws angry sniff

By Casey Buk -
s Taure. 1O Assignment:

CAHOKIA, I.—A town with a creek known to
glow in the dark doesn’t get too excited about re-  |[liNOiS !
ports of toxic air pollution. ’ '
tsell slthers for. 7 s through. the.ooms of _began manifeting strange |
itself, slithers for 7 miles throu, towns of that long manifesti behavior.

Sauget and Cahokia in southwestern Illinois, onc of A resident in 1980 reported that his dog rofled in
the most severely polluted areas of the state. the creek and died the next day of chemical burns.
Both small towns, across the Mississippi River  Cahokia’s fire department was called out repeated-
from St. Louis, have a clear view of the Gateway zctopmgnd.ﬂumorqumchsmoldcringﬁxmain

Arch, creek

also have air that reeks of chemical and . ;
o g odoresoents. that cven bab aﬁ'];hc ﬂmammdmmokc would only spring up again
to know as landmarks. At about the same time, Cahokia's fire chief, Her-

Karen Harper of Cahokia recalls the day she was  spa( Riddle, described the eerie sight of Dead Creek
sr:c)t':xmmghomcfromthehos;:ntalwnhhancwl:aorn i t:“YOU’dsecabh)cglows,,gl?kethcbonomof

- , . . stove.”

“He crinkled his nose and I said, ‘Boy, when you The n 1982
smell that, you are close to home.” 7 . Dead Creck, near um‘:d?m:ng’wmm gg
The hot summer winds are redolent of burning the danger of skin bums from coming in contact
fr]ub;t;eram;; ut‘lcxroat-grgbbgng sweet s?cnt of cleaning .t the creek

uid, nose-tingling aroma of bleach. .

As a result, the an- The fire department says it doesn’t get many calls
nouncement last Thursday creek.
by Monsanto Chemical
Co. that it pumped 3.8
million pounds of toxic
chemicals into the air at
its Sauget plant du:’;ﬁ
1987 was met largely wi
a shrug in the Sauget-
Cahokia area.

Companies across the
country on Friday report-

-

but ssid nevertheless that it would spend $59 million

by 1992 to clean up emissions from its 100 plants OULIage. L

worldwide. But in Cahokia, it is cause for an almost perverse
ion are Ppride that is sometimes found in heavily polluted

As a result, communities across the nation

Immi:f—somc for the first time—that nearby i nc‘%borhoock » L
dustrial plants are using one or more of 327 chemi- ¢'ve lived here 42 years,” said Masy Royal of
cals designated by the EPA as very dangerous. - Cahdna.“chubemwkandncverbewmdm
Many of these planfs were not recognized before hospital. We might not be able to five in a place
as potential hazards, such as the one operated by With cican air. Then I'd probably get sick™ = .
Eastman Kodak Co. in Rochester, N.Y.. The village of Cahokia calls ftself the “B

Kodak announced last month that it ps 23.6 of the Midwest™ because it was founded in 1699 and
nﬁﬂionpoundsofdangermmdmicahmkodt- is considered the state’s oldest town.
ster’s air, and many residents living near a Kodak

film manufacturing complex reacted by putting their  ation and burial grounds, is nearby. '
homes up for sale. Despite the chemicals, Karen Harper considers

That’s not happening in Sauget, population 300, Cahokia a pretty good place to live: in a small-town,
or Caholda, population about 20,000, where pollu- country setting minutes away from jobs in St. Louis.
tion comes as no surprise after almost 2 entury of Pacoie cdapt,
chenvical marufactunag. Cier e

ot seas o oan doe hut keep vour beds




